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POSSIBLE MAMMAL SIGHTINGS IN THE ARCTIC 

INSECTIVORES (shrews) 

____ Masked (Common) Shrew (Sorex cinereus) Moist tundra, bogs, and forests. 

____ Dusky Shrew (Sorex obscurus) Wet meadows south of the mountains. 

____ Arctic Shrew (Sorex arcticus) Wet sedge tundra. 

____ Pygmy Shrew (Sorex hoyi) Forests and bogs south of the mountains. 

LAGOMORPHS (hares and rabbits) 

____ Snowshoe Hare (Lepus americanus) Forests and shrub thickets. 

RODENTS (squirrels, mice, porcupines, etc.) 

____ Alaska Marmot (Marmota broweri) Rocky, mountainous areas. 

____ Arctic Ground Squirrel (Spermophicus perryii) Dry, sandy areas. 

____ Red Squirrel (Tamiasciurus hudsonicus) Spruce forests. 

____ Muskrat (Ondatra zibethicus) Ponds and marshes south of the mountains. 

____ Beaver (Castor canadensis) Wooded streams. 

____ Meadow Vole (Microtus pennsylvanicus) Meadows and open forests south of the mountains. 

____ Tundra Vole (Microtus oeconomus) Meadows near water south of the mountains. 

____ Yellow-cheeked Vole (Microtus xanthognathus) Spruce forests near bogs. 

____ Singing Vole (Microtus miurus) Tundra and shrub thickets near water. 

____ Northern Red-backed Vole (Clethrionomys rutilus) Tundra and forests. 

____ Brown Lemming (Lemus sibiricus) Wet tundra north of the mountains. 

____ Northern Bog Lemming (Synaptomys borealis) Bogs, spruce forests, and meadows south of the 

mountains. 

____ Collared Lemming (Dicrostonyx torquatus) Sedge tundra. 

____ Meadow Jumping Mouse (Zapus hudsonius) Moist meadows and shrub thickets south of the mountains. 

____ Porcupine (Erethizon dorsatum) Forests, shrub thickets, and tundra. 

CANIDS (foxes and wolves) 

____ Coyote (Canis latrans) Rare in open areas. 

____ Gray Wolf (Canis lupus) All plant communities throughout the Refuge. 

____ Arctic Fox (Alopex lagopus) Tundra north of the mountains. 

____ Red Fox (Vulpes vulpes) All plant communities throughout the Refuge. 

FELIDS (cats) 

____ Lynx (Felis lynx) Forests throughout the Refuge. 

URSIDS (bears) 

____ Black Bear (Ursus americanus) Forests throughout the Refuge. 

____ Brown Bear (Ursus arctos) Open areas throughout the Refuge. 

____ Polar Bear (Ursus maritimus) Along the coast and on ocean ice. 

MUSTELIDS (weasels) 

____ Marten (Martes americana) Spruce forests. 

____ Ermine (Mustela erminea) Open forests and tundra. 

____ Least Weasel (Mustela nivalis) Open, wet areas. 

____ Mink (Mustela vison) Near wet areas south of the mountains. 

____ Wolverine (Gulo gulo) Forests and tundra. 

____ River Otter (Lutra canadensis) Rivers and lakes mainly south of the mountains. 

CERVIDS (deer) 

____ Moose (Alces alces) Willow thickets and wet areas. 

____ Caribou (Rangifer tarandus) All plant communities throughout the Refuge. 

BOVIDS  

____ Muskox (Ovibos moschatus) Tundra north of the mountains. 

 

 

 

 

 

Possible Bird sightings in the Arctic  



LOONS 

___ Redthroated 

Loon Fairly 

common coastal breeder, common coastal migrant. Rare 

visitor to the Brooks Range and across the inland coastal plain. 

___ Pacific Loon Common 

breeder on both the north and south slopes. Common 

coastal migrant. Uncommon breeder in Brooks range. 

___ Common Loon Uncommon 

breeder on the slope slope. Rare migrant or visitor 

along the coast. 

___ Yellowbilled 

Loon Uncommon 

migrant along the coast, rare migrant across the 

inland coastal plain. 

GREBES 

___ Horned Grebe Common 

breeder on the south slope. Casual summer visitor to the 

north slope. 

___ Rednecked 

Grebe Uncommon 

breeder on the south slope. Casual summer visitor 

to the north slope. 

SHEARWATER 

___ Shorttailed 

Shearwater Casual 

summer visitor along the coast. Uncommon fall 

migrant, mostly offshore. 

WATERFOWL 

___ Tundra Swan Common 

breeder on the north slope, especially along the coast. 

___ Trumpeter Swan Rare 

breeder along the coast. 

___ Greater Whitefronted 

Goose Possible 

rare breeder on north slope. Uncommon to 

fairly common spring migrant and common to abundant fall migrant on the north slope. 

___ Snow Goose Rare 

breeder on the north slope. Uncommon spring migrant 

throughout. Abundant fall migrant on the north slope. 

___ Ross' Goose Casual 

spring visitor to the north slope. 

___ Brant Uncommon 

breeder near the coast. Abundant coastal migrant. 

___ Canada Goose Uncommon 

breeder on both the north and south slopes. Uncommon 

to fairly common migrant on the north slope. 
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___ Greenwinged 

Teal Common 

breeder on the south slope and in the Brooks Range, 

uncommon breeder on the inland coastal plain, rare breeder and migrant along the coast. 

___ Mallard Uncommon 

breeder, but common summer resident, on the south slope and 

in the Brooks Range. Rare breeder and uncommon migrant on the north slope. 



___ Northern Pintail Common 

breeder on the south slope. Fairly common breeder and 

common summer resident and migrant on the north slope. 

___ Northern Shoveler Uncommon 

breeder on the south slope. Rare to uncommon 

summer visitor and migrant on the north slope. 

___ Eurasian Wigeon Casual 

visitor to the north slope. 

___ American Wigeon Common 

breeder on the south slope and in the Brooks Range. 

Uncommon to fairly common migrant and visitor on the north slope. 

___ Canvasback Rare 

visitor south slope, casual migrant on the north slope. 

___ Greater Scaup Uncommon 

to fairly common migrant along the coast, locally rare 

to uncommon summer visitor on the north slope. Uncommon visitor to the Brooks Range. 

___ Lesser Scaup Abundant 

breeder on the south slope, common breeder in the Brooks 

Range, rare breeder and summer visitor on the inland coastal plain. 

___ Common Eider Uncommon 

breeder along the coast. Fairly common summer 

resident and migrant along the coast, especially offshore. 

___ King Eider Uncommon 

breeder along the coast. Uncommon to fairly common 

migrant along the coast, especially offshore. 

___ Spectacled Eider Uncommon 

breeder along the coast. 

___ Steller's Eider Casual 

to rare vistor along the coast. Formerly a rare breeder along 

the coast. 

___ Harlequin Duck Uncommon 

breeder on the south slope and in the Brooks Range, 

rare breeder on the inland coastal plain. Uncommon summer visitor on the north slope. 

___ Oldsquaw Common 

breeder on the north slope. Uncommon migrant on the south 

slope, abundant summer resident and migrant along the coast. 

___ Black Scoter Uncommon 

migrant along the coast. 

___ Surf Scoter Uncommon breeder on the south slope. Fairly common summer 

resident and migrant along the coast. 

___ Whitewinged Scoter Common breeder on the south slope and in the BrooksRange, possible breeder on the 

inland coastal plain. Uncommon summer resident and migrant along the coast. 

___ Common Goldeneye Probable uncommon breeder on the south slope. Rare spring migrant and summer visitor 

to the coast. 

___ Barrow's Goldeneye Probable uncommon visitor or rare breeder on the south slope and in the Brooks Range. 

___ Bufflehead Common breeder on the south slope. 

___ Common Merganser Casual 

summmer visitor to the north slope. 

___ Redbreasted Merganser Common breeder in the Brooks Range, uncommon breeder on the inland coastal 

plain, rare breeder on the coast. Fairly common coastal migrant. 

 

HAWKS, EAGLES AND FALCONS 

___ Bald Eagle Rare breeder and uncommon summer resident on the south slope. Rare summer visitor in the 

Brooks Range. 

___ Northern Harrier Probable uncommon breeder, but common summer resident, in the Brooks Range, rare to 



uncommon summer visitor to the north slope. 

___ Northern Goshawk Uncommon breeder on the south slope. Rare visitor to the Brooks Range and foothills of 

the inland coastal plain. 

___ Sharpshinned Hawk Uncommon summer resident on the south slope. 

___ Swainson's Hawk Rare breeder and summer visitor on the south slope. 

___ Roughlegged Hawk Common breeder in the Brooks Range, uncommon breeder on the south slope and the 

inland coastal plain, rare breeder on the coast. 

___ Golden Eagle Common 

breeder in the Brooks Range, probable rare breeder in the 

inland coastal plain. Fairly common, but variable, summer resident on the north slope. 

___ American Kestrel Uncommon 

breeder on the south slope, rare breeder in the 

Brooks Range. Casual summer visitor to the nonh slope. 

___ Merlin Uncommon 

breeder in the Brooks Range, possible rare breeder in the 

foothills of the inland coastal plain. Rare visitor elsewhere. 

___ Peregrine Falcon Common 

breeder on the south slope, uncommon summer 

resident and breede, in the foothills of the inland coastal plain. Rare breeder on the coast. Uncommon summer visi-

tor and/or migrant throughout. 

___ Gyrfalcon Uncommon permanent resident and breeder in the Brooks Range and foothills of the inland coastal 

plain. Rare to uncommon visitor elsewhere. 

 

GROUSE AND PTARMIGAN 

___ Spruce Grouse Uncommon resident and probable breeder on the south slope. 

___ Willow Ptarmigan Fairly common to locally abundant resident breeder on the south slope, in the Brooks 

Range, and on the inland coastal plain. Uncommon breeding resident along the coast. 

___ Rock Ptarmigan Common breeder throughout. Rare winter resident along the coast, but common year round 

resident elsewhere. 

 

COOTS AND CRANES 

___ American Coot Casual or rare visitor to the south slope. 

___ Sandhill Crane Rare 

breeder on the north slope, probable rare breeder on the south slope. Uncommon summer resident along the coast. 

Rare spring migrant across the inland coastal plain. 

SHOREBIRDS 

___ Blackbellied 

Plover Rare breeder on the north slope. Uncommon spring, and 

fairly common fall migrant along the coast. Rare migrant on the inland coastal plain. 

___ American Golden Plover Fairly 

common breeder on the north slope and into the 

Brooks Range. Common to abundant fall migrant along the coast. 

___ Semipalmated Plover Common 

breeder on the south slope and in the Brooks 

Range, rare breeder on the north slope. Rare coastal vistor and/or migrant. 

___ Killdeer Casual 

visitor to the north slope. 

___ Eurasian Dotterel Casual 

summer visitor to the north slope. 

___ Lesser Yellowlegs Abundant 

breeder on the south slope. Casual migrant along the 

coast. 

___ Solitary Sandpiper Abundant 

breeder on the south slope. 

___ Wandering Tattler Common 



breeder in the Brooks Range, uncommon breeder on 

the inland coastal plain. 

5 

___ Spotted Sandpiper Common 

breeder on the south slope and in the Brooks Range, 

uncommon breeder on the inland coastal plain. Rare coastal visitor. 

___ Upland Sandpiper Common 

breeder in the Brooks Range and adjacent foothills on 

both the north and south slopes. 

___ Whimbrel Uncommon 

breeder in the Brooks Range and adjacent foothill areas on 

both the south slope and inland coastal plain. Uncommon visitor over the entire north 

slope. 

___ Hudsonian Godwit Casual 

visitor to the north slope. 

___ Bartailed 

Godwit Rare 

migrant along the coast. 

___ Ruddy Turnstone Fairly 

common breeder and fall migrant on the north slope. 

___ Surfbird Rare 

breeder in the Brooks Range. 

___ Red Knot Rare 

migrant along the coast. 

___ Sanderling Casual 

breeder on the inland coastal plain. Rare spring and uncommon 

fall migrant along the coast. 

___ Semipalmated Sandpiper Common 

to locally abundant breeder on the north slope. 

Common fall migrant along the coast. 

___ Western Sandpiper Casual 

spring and fairly common fall migrant along the coast. 

___ Least Sandpiper Common 

breeder on the south slope and in the Brooks Range. 

Rare migrant on the north slope. 

___ Whiterumped 

Sandpiper Possible 

rare breeder along the coast. Rare spring 

migrant and uncommon fall migrant along western coastal sections. 

___ Baird's Sandpiper Fairly 

common breeder on the north slope, uncommon breeder 

in the Brooks Range. Uncommon migrant on the north slope. 

___ Pectoral Sandpiper Common 

breeder on the north slope. Abundant fall migrant, 

especially along the coast. 

___ Sharptailed 

Sandpiper Casual 

migrant on the north slope. 

___ Dunlin Uncommon 

coastal breeder. Fairly common fall migrant along the coast. 

___ Stilt Sandpiper Uncommon 

to fairly common breeder on the north slope. Fairly 

common fall migrant on the north slope. 

___ Buffbreasted 

Sandpiper Locally 



rare to fairly common breeder on the nonh 

slope. 

6 

___ Ruff Casual 

visitor to the north slope. 

___ Longbilled 

Dowitcher Uncommon 

breeder, but fairly common summer resident, 

on the north slope. Common fall migrant on the north slope. 

___ Common Snipe Common 

breeder on the south slope and in the Brooks Range, rare 

summer resident and possible breeder on the north slope. 

___ Rednecked 

Phalarope Common 

breeder on the south slope and in the Brooks 

Range, fairly common breeder on the north slope. Common to locally abundant fall 

migrant along the coast. 

___ Red Phalarope Fairly 

common breeder along the coast, uncommon breeder over 

the inland coastal plain. Uncommon fall migrant along the coast. 

JAEGERS, GULLS AND TERNS 

___ Pomarine Jaeger Locally 

rare to common breeder and summer resident on the 

north slope. Common spring migrant and uncommon fall migrant on the north slope. 

___ Parasitic Jaeger Rare 

breeder in the northern part of the Brooks Range, rare to 

uncommon breeder, but fairly common summer resident, on the north slope. 

___ Longtailed 

Jaeger Common 

breeder in the Brooks Range, uncommon to fairly 

common breeder on the north slope. Fairly common spring migrant and common summer 

resident on the north slope. 

___ Bonaparte's Gull Uncommon 

breeder on the south slope, casual visitor to the 

north slope. 

___ Mew Gull Common 

breeder on the south slope and in the Brooks Range, probable 

rare breeder in the foothills of the inland coastal plain. Rare spring migrant and summer 

visitor to the north slope. 

___ Herring Gull Uncommon 

breeder on the south slope and in the Brooks Range. 

Rare migrant and summer visitor to the north slope. 

___ Thayer's Gull Rare 

migrant and summer visitor to the north slope. 

___ Slatybacked 

Gull Casual 

or rare visitor to the north slope. 

___ Glaucous Gull Common 

coastal breeder, uncommon summer resident and 

probable breeder on the inland coastal plain. Common to abundant migrant along the 

coast. 

___ Blacklegged 

Kittiwake Rare 

to uncommon coastal migrant, mostly offshore. 

___ Ross' Gull Rare 



migrant along the coast in late fall. 
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___ Sabine's Gull Uncommon 

coastal breeder. Uncommon to fairly common fall 

migrant along the coast, mostly offshore. 

___ Ivory Gull Rare 

migrant along the coast. 

___ Arctic Tern Uncommon 

breeder, and common summer resident, on the south slope 

and in the Brooks Range, fairly common breeder and migrant along the coast. Rare 

breeder on the inland coastal plain. 

ALCIDS 

___ * Thickbilled 

Murre Rare 

coastal migrant. All sightings have been recorded as 

Murre spp. Identification is surmised based on proximity to known murre nesting 

colonies. 

___ Black Guillemot Rare 

coastal breeder. Uncommon migrant and summer visitor. 

___ Horned Puffin Casual 

visitor along the coast. 

OWLS 

___ Great Horned Owl Rare 

to uncommon resident breeder on the south slope. 

___ Snowy Owl Variable, 

from rare coastal visitor in low lemming years to uncommon 

coastal breeder and common summer resident in high lemming years. 

___ Northern HawkOwl 

Uncommon 

resident breeder on the south slope. 

___ Great Gray Owl Probable 

rare resident breeder on the south slope. 

___ Shorteared 

Owl Variable, 

from rare spring visitor and/or migrant in low microtine 

areas to fairly common to common breeder in high microtine areas, throughout. 

___ Boreal Owl Probable 

resident breeder on the south slope. 

NIGHTHAWKS 

___ Common Nighthawk Casual 

visitor to the north slope. 

HUMMINGBIRDS 

___ Rufous Hummingbird Casual 

or rare visitor to the south slope and Brooks Range. 
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KINGFISHERS 

___ Belted Kingfisher Uncommon 

summer resident and possible breeder on the south 

slope. 

WOODPECKERS 

___ Downy Woodpecker Uncommon 

resident breeder on the south slope. 

___ Hairy Woodpecker Probable 

uncommon resident breeder on the south slope. 

___ Threetoed 



Woodpecker Uncommon 

breeder, and probable resident, on the south 

slope. 

___ Northern Flicker Uncommon 

breeder on the south slope and in the Brooks Range. 

FLYCATCHERS 

___ Olivesided 

Flycatcher Uncommon 

breeder on the south slope. 

___ Alder Flycatcher Common 

breeder on the south slope. 

___ Hammond's Flycatcher Accidental 

on the north slope. 

___ Eastern Phoebe Accidental 

on the north slope. 

___ Say's Phoebe Common 

breeder in the Brooks Range, casual visitor to the north 

slope. 

___ Eastern Kingbird Accidental 

on the north slope. 

LARKS 

___ Horned Lark Common 

breeder in the Brooks Range, rare breeder and visitor to the 

inland coastal plain. Uncommon visitor to the coast. 

SWALLOWS 

___ Tree Swallow Uncommon 

breeder on the south slope, casual visitor to the north 

slope. 

___ Violetgreen 

Swallow uncommon 

breeder on the south slope and on the southside 

of the Brooks Range, casual visitor to the north slope. 
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___ Bank Swallow Uncommon 

summer visitor and probable uncommon breeder on the 

south slope. Casual migrant and summer visitor to the north slope. 

___ Cliff Swallow Locally 

common breeder on the south slope and in the Brooks 

Range. Casual visitor to the north slope. 

___ Barn Swallow Rare 

visitor to the north slope. 

JAYS AND RAVENS 

___ Gray Jay Common 

breeder, and uncommon resident, on the south slope. Rare 

breeder in the Brooks Range. Casual visitor to the north slope. 

___ Common Raven Uncommon 

resident throughout, but probably breeds only on the 

south slope and in the Brooks Range. 

CHICKADEES 

___ Blackcapped 

Chickadee Probable 

uncommon breeding resident in the extreme 

southern portions of refuge. 

___ Siberian Tit Rare 

and local breeder in the Brooks Range. 



___ Boreal Chickadee Uncommon 

resident breeder on the south slope. 

DIPPERS 

___ American Dipper Locally 

uncommon resident on the south slope, in the Brooks 

Range, and on the inland coastal plain. 

THRUSHES 

___ Arctic Warbler Uncommon 

breeder on the south slope and in the Brooks Range. 

Casual or rare visitor on the north slope. 

___ Rubycrowned 

Kinglet Common 

breeder on the south slope and in the Brooks 

Range. 

___ Bluethroat Locally 

rare migrant and breeder on the inland coastal plain. 

___ Northern Wheatear Common 

breeder in the Brooks Range, rare visitor to the 

north slope. 

___ Townsend's Solitaire Uncommon 

summer resident and probable breeder on the 

south slope and on the south side of the Brooks Range. 
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___ Graycheeked 

Thrush Common 

to abundant breeder on the south slope and on the 

southside 

of the Brooks Range. Casual visitor to the north slope. 

___ Swainson's Thrush Uncommon 

summer resident and probable breeder on the 

south slope. 

___ Hermit Thrush Possible 

rare breeder on the south slope. Casual migrant or visitor 

to the north slope. 

___ American Robin Abundant 

breeder on the south slope, uncommon breeder in the 

Brooks Range, casual summer visitor on the north slope. 

___ Varied Thrush Common 

breeder on the south slope. Casual or rare visitor to the 

north slope. 

WAGTAILS AND PIPITS 

___ Yellow Wagtail Locally 

rare to fairly common breeder on the inland coastal plain 

and in the northern foothills of the Brooks Range. Probable breeder on the coast. Rare 

visitor to the south slope. 

___ American Pipit Common 

breeder in the Brooks Range, rare breeder across the 

inland coastal plain. Fairly common fall migrant across the inland coastal plain. 

WAXWINGS 

___ Bohemian Waxwing Common 

summer resident and probable breeder on the south 

slope. 

___ Cedar Waxwing Accidental 

on the north slope. 

SHRIKES 



___ Northern Shrike Fairly 

common breeder on the south slope and in the Brooks 

Range, rare visitor and possible breeder on the inland coastal plain. 

WARBLERS 

___ Orangecrowned 

Warbler Uncommon 

breeder on the south slope. Casual migrant 

on the north slope. 

___ Yellow Warbler Uncommon 

breeder on the south slope, rare breeder in the Brooks 

Range, and probable rare breeder on the inland coastal plain. Casual visitor along the 

coast. 
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___ Magnolia Warbler Accidental 

on the north slope. 

___ Yellowrumped 

Warbler Common 

breeder on the south slope, rare breeder in the 

Brooks Range. Casual visitor to the north slope. 

___ Palm Warbler Accidental 

or casual on the south slope. 

___ Blackpoll Warbler Uncommon 

summer resident and probable uncommon breeder 

on the south slope. Casual visitor to the north slope. 

___ Northern Waterthrush Uncommon 

summer resident and probable uncommon 

breeder on the south slope. 

___ Kentucky Warbler Accidental 

on the north slope. 

___ Wilson's Warbler Uncommon 

breeder on the south slope. Casual fall migrant on 

the north slope. 

___ Canada Warbler Accidental 

on the north slope. 

SPARROWS 

___ American Tree Sparrow Abundant 

breeder on the south slope and in the Brooks 

Range, locally rare to fairly common breeder across the inland coastal plain. Casual 

vistor to the coast. 

___ Chipping Sparrow Casual 

summer visitor to the north slope. 

___ Claycolored 

Sparrow Accidental 

on the north slope. 

___ Savannah Sparrow Locally 

uncommon to common breeder throughout, numbers 

are more variable on the north slope. 

___ Fox Sparrow Common 

breeder on the south slope and in the Brooks Range, rare 

summer resident and possible breeder on the inland coastal plain. Casual summer visitor 

along the coast. 

___ Song Sparrow Accidental 

on the north slope. 

___ Whitethroated 

Sparrow Accidental 



on the north slope. 

___ Goldencrowned 

Sparrow Rare 

visitor to the Brooks Range. 

___ Whitecrowned 

Sparrow Abundant 

breeder on the south slope, common breeder 

in the Brooks Range, locally rare to fairly common breeder on the inland coastal plain. 

Casual coastal visitor. 

___ Darkeyed 

Junco Abundant 

breeder on the south slope, rare migrant to the north 

slope. 

___ Lapland Longspur Abundant 

breeder in the Brooks Range and on the north slope. 

Common migrant on the south slope. 

___ Smith's Longspur Locally 

common breeder in the Brooks Range, rare visitor to 

the north slope. 

___ Snow Bunting Locally 

common breeder on the north slope. 

BLACKBIRDS 

___ Redwinged 

Blackbird Accidental 

or casual visitor to the north slope. 

___ Rusty Blackbird Common 

breeder on the south slope, uncommon breeder in the 

Brooks Range. Casual migrant to the north slope. 

___ Brownheaded 

Cowbird Accidental 

on the north slope. 

FINCHES 

___ Rosy Finch Uncommon 

breeder in the Brooks Range. 

___ Pine Grosbeak Uncommon 

resident and probable breeder on the south slope. 

___ Whitewinged 

Crossbill Uncommon 

to locally abundant breeder on the south 

slope and in the Brooks Range. 

___ Common Redpoll/Hoary Redpoll Because 

of identification difficulties and 

broadly overlapping ranges, these 2 species have been recorded as redpoll spp. by most observers. In general, com-

mon redpolls probably dominant during the breeding season on the south slope, hoary redpolls on the north slope. 

Uncommon breeder on the south slope and in the Brooks Range, locally rare to abundant breeder on the inland 

coastal plain, 

uncommon breeder along the coast. Winter resident on south slope. 

___ Pine Siskin Uncommon summer resident on the south slope and in the Brooks Range. Rare visitor to the north 

slope. 

 


